
Boston Spa dates back to 1744,
w

hen a m
ineral spring w

as
discovered. A

s ‘taking the w
aters’

becam
e popular, grand houses

and hotels saw
 the village rise in

prosperity, w
ith the new

 turnpike
road from

 O
tley to Tadcaster

m
aking travel easier.

The Boston Spa H
eritage Trail

consists of 2 circular routes, each
1½

 m
iles long, w

hich can be
com

bined into one longer w
alk. 
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Look out for blue plaques along the trails 
for m

ore inform
ation.

2 circular w
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 m
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Form
er C

ongregational
C

hurch (no longer in
existence) w

ith Village
H

all on the left

View
 of C

hurch Fields
The H

igh Street, Boston Spa

Boston Spa Bridge

St. Kitt’s

W
esley Terrace

M
ethodist C

hurch

Bow
ness Library, now

 a new
sagent

W
eir and the River W

harfe

20p



T
his w

alk starts in the M
illenium

G
arden 

opposite the oldest
com

m
ercial building in Boston Spa,

built in 1753 as an inn, now
 housing

shops and apartm
ents.

You w
ill pass 

St K
itts, oldest 

of
the grand houses. 

Just before you get to the V
illage

H
all (called the Trustees H

all 
w

hen it w
as built in 1909), on the

other side of the
street you w

ill see 
Boston C

ottage
and Boston H

all.
W

alk dow
n the drivew

ay betw
een

the doctors’ surgery and the new
apartm

ents, taking you to the
M

ethodist C
hurch tow

ards the
right. 

Pass in front of the
church and go through the gate on
the other side; turn right along a
narrow

 ginnel (alleyw
ay) called Spa

Lane 
- the row

 of cottages in
the lane date back to 1810-20. 

Turn left onto the H
igh Street and

pass 
W

esley Terrace, consisting
of Langton H

ouse, Shelly H
ouse

and Brantw
ood. 

A
cross the road is 
M

anna A
sh built

c.1790 by John
T

hom
as, the C

hapel W
arden. It

housed the post office - w
hen

m
ail cam

e by cart from
Tadcaster. 
C

ontinuing on, curved w
alls

m
ark the entrance to the  

Terrace (1788-90). A
cross

the road is H
udson M

ew
s, the

form
er hotel’s stable yards and

carriage house.
A

t the 
A

dm
iral H

aw
ke you m

ay
w

ant to raise a glass to M
r M

oberly, the
first landlord w

hen it opened in 1798. 

A
 few

 houses dow
n, also on the

right, is the im
posing residence, 

G
reystones.  

C
ontinue along the H

igh Street, past
the 

Fox &
 H

ounds pub;  you can
see Fairseat C

ottage and Fairseat
H

ouse on the right, originally an inn.
A

s you approach the end of the
village, turn left dow

n W
harfeside –

once called G
as W

orks Lane. In
1867, the operation w

as housed in
the residence at the end of the lane,
called 

O
ldw

orks.
T

his road narrow
s

to a path past
several houses; at
the end turn left

onto the riverside path. A
s you

enjoy these tranquil surroundings,
keep an eye out for otters and
kingfishers.  

You w
ill pass the high stone 

w
all m

arking the rear of
W

harfedale H
all (1850) as w

ell as
som

e lovely natural lim
estone w

alls.
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Farther along, the path opens 
up as you w

alk past the form
er 

Spa Baths (1834).    

A
 short incline leads to a fork in the

path – keep to the right. You can see
the 

Peace G
arden (below

 the
M

ethodist C
hurch), created by 

local volunteers in 2011, follow
ed 

by 
terraced gardens w

hich extend
dow

n from
 St K

itts.
Soon you w

ill enjoy the lovely vista
of 

Boston Spa Bridge (1770) 
– see cover. 

Follow
 the path

under the arch of the
bridge. O

n your left,
across the m

eadow,
is the G

rade 2 listed 
dovecote,

originally built for
Littlecroft H

ouse
(above it on Bridge Road). It still
contains nesting platform

s, but som
e

say it w
as used as a 19th C

entury
lock-up.
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A
t the end of the m

eadow, follow
the right hand path to the w

eir, the
fish ladder, and the rem

ains of 
D

am
 H

ouse. O
f unknow

n origin,
it w

as thought to be used for flax
retting in the 18th and 19th centuries
and contains hand- carved w

ater
m

anagem
ent features; it once had an

upper storey.
Retrace a few

 steps and take the right
fork, taking you to H

olgate Lane
bridlew

ay.  If you w
ant to do the

W
estern Trail as w

ell, turn right 
and follow

 the sign m
arked 

‘Public footpath to D
eepdale.’

O
therw

ise, go up H
olgate Lane,

w
hich brings you back to the 

H
igh Street w

ith 
St M

ary’s
C

hurch (1872-84).

Turn left on the 
H

igh Street and
walk back to your
starting point.
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The Eastern Trail takes you along the historic G
eorgian H

igh Street and back along the River W
harfe.  

Please read the blue plaques for m
ore inform

ation. 
Follow

The W
estern Trail is m

ore of a w
oodland w

alk, quite steep in
places, along the riverside and back along the H

igh Street.
Follow

Starting at 
H

olgate Lane next to
St. M

ary’s C
hurch, take the footpath

dow
n to the riverside. You w

ill take
the left fork, signed ‘Public footpath
to D

eepdale,’ but first you m
ay w

ish
to w

alk dow
n to the river to see the

w
eir and 

fish ladder. 
Retrace your steps and clim

b up
som

e shallow
 steps to the right. You

w
ill pass the back of the churchyard.

W
ith the new

 houses of 
C

hurch
Fields on your left, enjoy som

e
spectacular view

s of the river and
opposite banks of T

horp A
rch, w

ith
several view

ing spots w
ith benches.

T
his ancient w

oodland w
as m

anaged
in m

edieval tim
es, but m

ost of the
current trees are less than 150 years
old.
T

he path takes you past the rear of
W

est E
nd - single storey dw

ellings
built to house the m

unitions w
orkers

at Thorp A
rch during W

orld W
ar Tw

o.
A

 few
 hundred yards farther along

you w
ill descend dow

n the steep
path to river level (w

atch your step
here). C

ross the footbridge.
If you w

ish, w
alk

dow
n to the river

to see 
Jackdaw

C
rag – rocky

outcrops of
lim

estone cliffs
w

ith fossilized
algal deposits.
T

hen w
alk up

D
eep D

ale Valley. Like H
olgate, it

w
as created by ice age m

elt-w
ater

cutting through the lim
estone.

A
t the end of the path turn left onto

the road. In the hedge on your right
are sandstone gate posts, m

arking
the entrance to different ow

ners’
fields 

(19th century).
Follow

 the road back to the H
igh

Street past the 
W

est E
nd E

state.
A

t the H
igh Street turn left. O

n the
right side is 

Boston Lodge, a grand
house (now

 offices), w
hich originally

ow
ned the land at W

est E
nd E

state.
T

he playground of 
D

eepdale Park
is on your left, and across the road is

A
shley H

ouse, once know
n as Ivy

H
ouse. 

You w
ill pass the curved w

alls on
your left leading to 

M
oorlands,

built c1820 as Rose V
illa, now

private dw
ellings.

O
n your right is 

Springfield (c1820)
- a sm

all lane of 14 cottages: in 1851,
5 farm

 labourers, 2 charw
om

en, 
1 groom

 and 3 cordw
ainers lived here

(cordw
ainers m

ade fine shoes and
luxury leather goods).

N
o 122 H

igh Street is Lane
Lodge, built c1790.
You have now

 reached the end of
the W

estern Trail at 
St M

ary’s
C

hurch (1872-84). 
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